
Milestone I 
16. – 17.02.2007 

 

“Focusing the Project Goals” 
 

A plenary meeting within the framework of the project 

 
Towards a “grammar” of gesture: 

evolution, brain, and linguistic structures 
 

Funded by the Volkswagen Foundation, Hanover 

Program: “Schlüsselthemen der Geisteswissenschaften” 

Research base: European University Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) (EUV) 

Workshop venue: EUV, Auditorium Maximum, Room 104 
 

Participants 
 

Project leaders: Scientific advisory board: 

 

Prof. Dr. Cornelia Müller 

Linguistics (EUV) 

 

Prof. Dr. Peter Eisenberg 

Linguistics (Potsdam) 

 

Dr. Ellen Fricke 

Linguistics, Semiotics (EUV) 

 

Prof. Dr. Pierre Feyereisen 

Psycholinguistics (Louvain) 

 

PD Dr. Hedda Lausberg 

Neurology (TU Dresden) 

 

Prof. Dr. Georg Goldenberg 

Neurology (Munich) 

 

Dr. Katja Liebal 

Primatology (Portsmouth) 

 

Prof. Dr. Roland Posner 

Semiotics (TU Berlin) 

 
 

Project members: Guests: 

 

Jana Bressem, M.A.  

Linguistics, North American Studies,  

Media and Communication Studies (EUV) 

 

Prof. Dario Maestripieri, Ph.D. 

Primatology (Chicago) 

 

Mary Copple, M.A.  

Romance Studies, Information Science (EUV) 

Gudrun Borgschulte 

Linguistics (FU Berlin) 

 

Firdaous Fatfouta, M.A.  

Linguistics, Arabic Studies (EUV) 

 

 

Silva Ladewig, M.A.  

Linguistics, English Studies (EUV) 

 

 

Christel Schneider, Dipl. Biol.  

Biology, Primatology (EUV) 

 

 

Susanne Tag, M.A.  

Linguistics, Psychology, Sociology (EUV) 

 

 

Sedinha Tessendorf, M.A.  

Linguistics, Romance Studies (EUV) 

 



Program 
 

 
Thursday, 15.02.1007 
 

19.30    Welcome reception & buffet: City Park Hotel, Frankfurt (Oder) 
 

 
 
Friday, 16.02.2007 

 
10.00 - 10.45 Welcome: presentation of the participants and the schedule 

 
11.00 - 12.30 Towards a “grammar” of gesture:    

 evolution, brain and linguistic structures 
Project overview presented by  

Cornelia Müller, Ellen Fricke, Hedda Lausberg, Katja Liebal 

 

12.30 - 14.30 Lunch: Audi Max Refectory, Viadrina University 
 

14.30 - 15.30 Grammatical functions of gestures: multimodal attribution 
Talk by Ellen Fricke 
 

15.30 - 15.45 Coffee break 
 

15.45 - 16.45  Gestural modes of representation 
Talk by Cornelia Müller 

 

16.45 - 17.00 Coffee break 
 
17.00 - 18.00 Gestural communication in non-human primates 

Talk by Katja Liebal 

 

19.30 Evening meal: Kontor Restaurant, Frankfurt (Oder) 

 
 

 
Saturday, 16.02.2007 
 

09.00 - 11.00  Neuropsychology of gesture 
Talk by Hedda Lausberg 

 

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee break 
 

11.30 - 13.30  Gestures in human and non-human primates compared  
Talk by Katja Liebal 

 

13.30 - 15.00  Lunch: Town Hall Cellar Restaurant, Frankfurt (Oder) 
 

15.15 - 16.45  Final discussion with coffee 


